[The identification of ferruginous bodies in human lungs. A retrospective study of 1975, 1982 and 1988].
The presence of ferruginous bodies (FB) at 90 autopsy cases were analysed. The cases belong to 1975, 1982 and 1988. Two grams of lung was digested and observed the following results: 4.2 FB/g in 1975, 17.0 FB/g in 1982 and 42.5 FB/g in 1988. Males, Mexico City dowlers, smokers and carcinoma bronchogenic group were exposed to higher FB. The correlation between employment and FB was observed. Three parameters of FB concentration: 0-100 environmental exposure, 100.1-1,000 environmental and occupational exposures, and more 1,000 to occupational exposure was observed. The asbestos core was predominant in all FB analysed. No correlation between age and FB was observed. Finally there is a nonoccupational exposure to asbestos fibres in our environment.